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The research design for this project incorporates three phases undertaken in each of 
the chosen research locations – #���	��'����%�����$	�	���&�����%�
�	��&���	��
��	���
��	� 	��2�The first phase explored images in the media; the second phase involved a 
public opinion survey about attitudes towards the EU; while the third involved a series 
of interviews with political, economic and media elites. It is assumed that newspapers 
are still a major source, indeed the major source for forming political ideas and 
information and that television news is the most popular source of news for the 
general public worldwide. It can be debated whether the Internet will overtake these 
features eventually, requiring a different methodology in a few years time, but in 2006 
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for the cases examined, newspapers and television, and not the Internet, remain the 
dominant information medium for Asian civil society.�
�
������
�

The media database presented here concerns the daily analysis of 18 newspapers 
and one prime-time television evening news broadcast in each of the six locations for 
the period 1 January – 31 October 2006, the period of the Austrian and the Finnish 
EU presidencies (&��� �	� ��342�Any article where the phrase “European Union” or 
“EU” was used, or where the use of the term “Europe” clearly referred to the EU was 
included in the dataset, no matter how trivial the reference. This has produced a 
unique, detailed and comprehensive empirical dataset of media perceptions.�
�
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Public opinion surveys were conducted in November 2006 in each of the locations 
studied.1 The surveys were conducted through online panels and administered in the 
mainstream local language (English was used in Singapore) and identical questions 
were asked (with local variations relating to media coverage where appropriate). A 
total of 23 questions were asked (both closed and open-ended) which allowed for 
quantifiable as well as qualitative analysis to be undertaken. The sample size was 
2,400 (400 in each location) and stratified according to predetermined categories 
(age, gender, etc).  
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1  The exception was mainland China where the survey was delayed to January 2007. 
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