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Images of the European Union 

in Asia Media: Thailand



Thailand-EU relations: Overview

• Bilateral relations
– Political: Myanmar, drug trafficking, human 

rights, human security, and good governance

– Cooperation: development cooperation and 
economic cooperation

– Trade and investment: restriction from EU



Thailand-EU relations: Overview

• Regional relations
– ASEAN-EU

– ASEM
– ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)
– Organisation for Security and Cooperation in 

Europe

Active member + ASEM first meeting in Bangkok



Thailand’s chosen media
• Business newspaper (The Manager): one of 

the leading business newspapers 
• Most-circulated newspaper (Thai rath): 

most circulation and oldest newspaper
• English-language newspaper (Bangkok 

Post): widely accepted and read by 
foreigners

• TV channel (ITV): updated and on-the-spot 
news



Volume of representations

158, 18%

79, 9%

632, 70%

24, 3%

Business newspaper

Most circulated
newspaper

English-language
newspaper

ITV



Foci of domesticity
• EU news

• Third-country news

• Local news
• ASEM news (only small 

percentage, and not in 
Business newspaper)

• Predominantly 
grounded on the 
‘third-country 
news’
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EU representation intensity

- ‘It’s there but it does not present itself’
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Dominant Frame
• The dominant frame –

politics
• Except the business newspaper has 

economics as its dominant frame

36

97

25
0

33 28
16

2

311

213

96

12 15 7 2 0
0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Business
newspaper

Most circulated
newspaper

English-
language

newspaper

ITV
Politics
Economics
Social affairs
Environment





The leading actor
• European Commission

• Mediator and Aid 



• Politics > External >Iran’s nuclear 
programme and conflicts in Middle East
– Many news articles

– Situation follow-up

– Minor mention 

The leading theme



The leading…
• Evaluation

– neutral

• Metaphors
– Movement

– War



Public opinion highlights
• Small group of people 

– Most news articles in English-language 
newspaper

– Readers = elite/ educated people
– Smallest number of EU news articles in the 

most circulated newspaper

• Numbers of news articles
– Newspaper > TV



Public opinion highlights
• Politics highly presented but 

economics/trade prioritised
� Intensity as indicator

• Political news articles: many news but EU 
minor presented

• Economic news articles: not as many but 
EU major presented


