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Why EU Perceptions

Importance of EU as a global partner

External reflection and EU integration

“Europe does not exist without non-Europe” / “Europe can only be realized
in the mirror of Others” (Strath, B. (2002) Intercultural Dialogue. Office for

Official Publications of the EU)

“To strengthen further the mutual awareness between Europe and Asia”
(European Commission’s 2001 Strategy towards Asia)

Absence of data on the external image of the EU

An aspect of inter-cultural dialogue
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An Expanding Project

To identify, measure and compare the dominant media images, public
awareness and elite perceptions of the EU in the Asia-Pacific region
(6 projects undertaken to date)
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... decision makers act in
accordance with their

Indeed, élite images are no
less “real” than the reality

ggﬁ*ggﬁf‘ﬁgﬂ;gﬁﬁ%@&gﬁo Survey of general public  Survey of elite
an anaqussomﬁel?oreign opinion of the EU perceptions of the EU
policy flow

Brecher, 1968: 298



General Discussion

Research Methodology: Media Analysis
Daily monitoring of 8 news outlets in 2006

China: CCTV1, People’s Daily, China Dally and
International Finance News

Hong Kong: TVB, Oriental Dalily, South China Morning
Post and HK Economic Journal

Quantitative measures: monthly distribution, type of
media outlet, information sources, and the placement
and length of articles

Qualitative measures: frame, evaluation, centrality,
domesticity



Research Methodology: Public Opinion Survey

On-line household panel survey of 400 respondents In
each location, drawn from an existing bank of
panellists

China: internet penetration around 35%
Hong Kong: internet penetration above 60%
Stratified sampling

Fieldwork conducted in November 2006



Research Methodology: Elite Interview

Sampling strategy involved the selection of 32 “key
informants” across the country and across four sectors
In each location

Data collection via individual face-to-face semi-
structured on-record interviews lasting up to 1 hour
allowing for open-ended questions

Interviews conducted between May-October 2007 in
national languages (subsequently transcribed into
English)

Data analysis drew upon both content analysis and
gualitative interpretative methodology



Issues Addressed

Is the EU a recognizable actor in China and Hong Kong
What are the most mentioned images of the EU?

How EU-China and EU-HK relations are evaluated?
Importance of the EU compared to 3" country: present
and future

Importance of Enlargement and the EURO

Issues defining EU-China and EU-HK relations: present
and future

Sources and Access to EU news and information
Opportunities and Obstacles



Contours of EU-China Relations

The EU has been China’s first trading partner since
2004. EU27 trade with China grew by 150% between
2000 and 2006

China desires a strong and united EU for the formation
of a multipolar world order. To EU, the rise of China
calls for sustainable dialogues and constructive
engagement

Between 1995 and 2006 the EU produced 7 policy
documents towards China. In 2003, China’s first foreign
policy document was devoted to the EU

EU-China has no geopolitical conflicts compared to
China-US and China-Japan relations



Economic ties and technology transfers have been the
driving force for partnership. China looks to EU as a
source of inspiration for regional economic cooperation
and its dealings with Japan

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement negotiations
began in 2006

Contentious issues: renminbi—EURO exchange rates,
Chinese exports safety, trade imbalances, anti-dumping,
fair access to Chinese market, intellectual property
rights, China’s Market Economy Status, arms embargo,
global warming

China and EU are keen on improving their respective
profile and mutual understanding



Contours of EU-Hong Kong Relations

The EU has become Hong Kong’s second largest trading
partner in 2006

EU is Hong Kong’s third largest source of FDI

Hong Kong serves as a middleman in Sino-EU trade
relations, EU’s policy towards China receives public
attention

European Commission issues Annual Report on HK

EU-Hong Kong first Annual Structured Dialogue took
place in November 2007



EU-China Trade Relations 2002-2006
(Million Euros)



EU-Hong Kong Trade Relations 2002-2006
(Million Euros)



Media Analysis



China and Hong Kong Compared

e Qverall Distribution of EU News Iltems



China and Hong Kong Compared

e Qverall Distribution of Frames



China and Hong Kong Compared

e EU as a Political Actor



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Ranking of Leading External Political News Items



China and Hong Kong Compared

e EU as an Economic Actor—the Most Visible Themes



China and Hong Kong Compared

e EU as a Social Actor



China and Hong Kong Compared

e EU as an Environmental Actor



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Focus of Domesticity (left) and Centrality (right)
Hong Kong



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Focus of Domesticity—Newspapers (left) and TV
news (right) in China



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Focus of Centrality—Newspapers (left) and TV news
(right) in China



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Evaluations of EU News in Hong Kong



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Evaluations of EU News—Newspapers (left) and TV
news (right) in China



China and Hong Kong Compared

e Most Visible Actors in HK Media



Public Opinion Analysis



China and Hong Kong Compared

« Dominant Images of the EU



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Regularity of Assessing Foreign News



China and Hong Kong Compared

e Preferred Media



China and Hong Kong Compared

 Perceptions of Most Important Partner:
Present and Future



China and Hong Kong Compared

e Perceived State of Relations with EU:
HK (left) and China (Right)



China and Hong Kong Compared
o Issues affecting future EU-China/HK Relations



Elite Perceptions of the EU



e Distribution of Elites

Government | Business | Civil Society Media
/ Political

China 8 8 38 3
(Shanghai)

Hong Kong 9 6 8 8




« Dominant Images of the EU (Chinese Elites)



Dominant Images of EU (Hong Kong Elites)

O Frequencies




Elite Perceptions of the EU (Hong Kong)

* 90% of elites agreed that the EU Is a great economic
power due to the size of the population, economic
prosperity and market integration

 Some civil society and media elites believed that the EU
could serve to some degree as a counter-balance to the
US supremacy in global affairs

* Interviewees doubted the notion of the EU as an
International political leader, or military power



Elite Perceptions of the EU (China)

* EU a great power and of great importance to China as a
major partner (mostly for political and business elites)

e Interviewees less certain about the EU’s diplomatic
powers but already among top global players like the US



EU Importance to China and Hong Kong
(Elite Perceptions)

China Hong Kong
Present Future Present Future
Business 4.3 4.8 3.2 3.5
Political 4.5 4.8 3.8 4.0
Civil 4.1 4.3 3.7 4.0
Society
Media 3.6 4.4 3.3 3.6




EU Importance to China/ Hong Kong

Chinese Elites
 The importance of EU is expected to rise
 Business and Political elites most positive

 Media elites are more skeptical but hopeful about the
future of EU

Hong Kong Elites

 Mainland China was seen as having the most direct and
powerful impact on Hong Kong

 The US took the second place, with the EU coming next
(only one respondent argued that Asia and Japan are
more important than the EU)



State of EU-China / Hong Kong Relations

Chinese Elites

« General tone: “stable or improving”
 Politics and Business: stable/improving

« Civil Society: all respondents — improving

Hong Kong Elites
e Business and political elites: “close and improving”.
* Civil society elites tended to be less affirmative.



Issues defining EU-China / Hong Kong relations

Chinese Elites
e Business: trade/antidumping/tariffs/currency issues

 Political: similar to Business elites (economic issues).
Additionally, EU enlargement and arms embargo

« Civil Society: economic issues: arms embargo and trade.
Change of leadership in EU MS

 Media: similar to above plus food security and 2010
Shanghai EXPO



Issues defining EU-China / Hong Kong relations

Hong Kong Elites

Interviewees had difficulty spotting issues defining EU-Hong
Kong relations

EU-Hong Kong relations were seen through the prism of EU-
Chinarelations

Future EU-Hong Kong relations were also seen as dependent
on EU-China relations

Civil society elites stressed the importance of lesson-learning
from the EU’s environmental policy



Enlargement: Opportunity or Risk?

China Hong Kong
Opportunity 56% 52%
Neutral 20% 43%
Risk 12% 5%
Other 8% 0%




ASEM 6 in Helsinki

Chinese Elites:

« Generally viewed as having positive influence
 ASEM as a platform balancing international relations
e Some elites think ASEM has little substantial impact
« ASEM 6 in Helsinki received little elite attention

Hong Kong Elites:

* A majority of interviewees were not aware of ASEM’s
existence.

 Few had any impression about ASEM 6

 China, not Hong Kong, is a participant of ASEM. ASEM
exerts rather indirect impacts on Hong Kong



Conclusions and Discussion



Conclusions

EU is perceived as a great economic power and of great
Importance to China and Hong Kong. Europe remains
culturally attractive to China and Hong Kong

EU image rather posmve and relatlonshlp progressing:
EU no longer a political “dwarf” to China, but remains
essentially an economic and trade partners to Hong
Kong

Beljing has a strong pro-EU policy, which has influenced
media coverage, public and elite attutides towards the
EU

Javier Solana, the EURO and the EU flag become
recongizable and unifying images



EU-China Relations: Some Reflections

EU is a political actor “somewhere else” in the world

EU’s policy towards China, whose rise has met mixed
feelings, has significant implications for how the EU is
perceived by other Asia nations

EU to complement efforts made by other members of
International community who share EU’s foreign policy
values

Preventive diplomacy, reinforced political dialogues
regarding democracy and human rights, extended
economic and humanitarian assistance



Raising EU Visibility through Actions

 Mass media portrayals are key to the formation of
Images about a nation’s important “others”. But the
modest level of reporting raises serious issues about the
EU’s visibility and identity in China and HK

 The EU suffers from an impaired visibility and publicity,
thereby undermining the relevancy of the EU to the
China and HK (where the EU’s proclaimed interests and
concerns about post-1997 HK are hardly felt)

 EU and its Member State to pursue a more visible
political profile, with the help of a single, identifiable
political figure or institution legitimately empowered to
present the EU’s foreign policy mission



Raising EU Visibility through Actions

* Proactive European Commission Delegations, drawing
media attention to how EU actions are relevant to local
Interests and as a model for integration and a source of
policy ideas (workshops for local journalists and students
of journalism)

* Public diplomacy aiming at sustainable cooperation with
non-governmental and non-business sectors: people-to-
people contacts and dialogues, policy research,
education, cultural activities, environmental issues

 European Studies Centres / Programmes need support
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General Discussion



